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ments suffered by lost souls in Hell, whether they con-
sidered the multitude of them, or their magnitude and
the length of their duration; that our having baptized
Sa[o]uandanoncoua was only to deliver him from
those punishments, and to enable him to go to Heav-
en after his death. ‘‘ How now?”’ retorted some of
them, ‘‘ he is one of our enemies; and it matters not
if he go to Hell and if he be forever burned.”” The
Father replied very appropriately, that God was
God of the Iroquois as well as of the Hurons, and
of all men who are upon the earth; that he despised
no one, even if he be ugly or poor; that what won
the heart of God was not the beauty of the body, the
graces of the mind, or the abundance of wealth, but,
indeed, an exact observance of his holy Law; that
the fires of Hell were lighted and burning only for sin-
ners, whatever their nation might be; that at the
moment of death and at the departure of the soul
from the body, [49] he who was found with a mortal
sin, was condemned for it forever, whether he were
Iroquois or Huron; that, as to them, it was all they
could do to burn and torment this captive to death;
that until then he was at their disposal, that after
death he fell into the hands and under the authority
of him who alone had the power to send him to Hell
or to Paradise. ‘‘ But thinkest thou,’’ said another,
‘“that for what thou sayest here, and for what thou
doest to this man, the Iroquois will treat thee better
if they come some time to ravage our country?’’
‘“’That is not what concerns me,’’ replied the Father,
‘“all I think of now is to do what I ought; we have
come here only to teach you the way to Heaven; as
to the rest, and as to what regards our persons,
we leave that entirely to the providence of God.”’



